Montana repertory theater receives $3,500 from MAC as professional development grant by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
11-8-1976 
Montana repertory theater receives $3,500 from MAC as 
professional development grant 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Montana repertory theater receives 
$3,500 from MAC as professional development grant" (1976). University of Montana News Releases, 
1928, 1956-present. 27727. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/27727 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
UM NEWS
Information Services . UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA . Missoula, Montana 59801 . (406) 243-2522
IMMEDIATELY nagle/ds/ld
11-8-76
MONTANA REPERTORY THEATER RECEIVES $3,500 state + cs +
FROM MAC AS PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT
MISSOULA, Mont.--
The Montana Repertory Theater (MRT), an organization based at the University of 
Montana in Missoula, has received a $3,500 professional development grant from the 
Montana Arts Council (MAC). The grant is designed to assist the MRT in developing 
into a fully professional company.
The grant from the MAC for 1976-77 was welcomed enthusiastically by MRT's new 
managing director, David Dannenbaum, assistant professor of drama at UM.
and
"Few theaters ever receive such a great opportunity to take a look around/ examine 
themselves and their goals in light of the needs of their audiences,” Dannenbaum said,
"This grant allows James D. Kriley (chairman of the Univer s i t y’s Department of Drama/Dance) 
and me to develop a plan for the future growth of the company, so it can better serve 
the future growth of Montana."
Because its entire effort will focus on the development of future plans, the MRT 
will not tour during the 1976-77 season, although the Theater-in-the-Schools program 
will probably continue, pending operational funding.
According to Dannenbaum, varied approaches and options will be considered for the 
MRT, such as affiliation with Actors Equity Association and the University/Resident 
Theater Association, the operation of a resident theater season as well as a tour and 
participation of guest directors of national prominence.
Kriley and Dannenbaum plan to travel throughout Montana to get responses from 
business, community and cultural leaders. Later this season Dannenbaum will attend 
a theater administration conference sponsored by the Foundation for the Extension 
and Development of the American Professional Theater.
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Dannenbaum, recently elected to membership in The Players, New York City, has 
been associated with several notable professional resident theater companies, including 
B altimore’s Center Stage, Houston's Alley Theater, the Asolo State Theater Company in 
Florida, and most recently, the Missouri Repertory Theater, where he played the lead 
in the world premiere production of "The Don Juan of Flatbush.” It was directed by Tom 
Gruenewald, a name familiar to many Montanans.
Dannenbaum received his master o f  fine arts degree from Florida State University 
and his bachelor of fine arts degree from University of Texas, where he studied with 
the late B. Iden Payne. He is a member o f  Actors Equity Association and the University 
and College Theater Association.
He and his wife, the former Lucille Melone of C h i c a g o , have two sons, Tom, 13, 
and L o m e ,  12. The Dannenbaum family is now resident in Missoula.
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